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life. Referring to the failure to treat more extensively the bio- 
graphical material of the whole race the editor states that such 
accounts cannot be secured in many instances for the reason that, 
some are indifferent to fame, experience a shrinking from publicity, 
or are too busy to give attention to matters of this kind. The de- 
fects of this book, however, cannot be excused on this ground. 

On the whole, the book has a value. It is fairly well printed, is 
adequately illustrated, and is readable. Although much of the 
information given is not now uninteresting it will in the course 
of time serve as a valuable source book. 

The Man Next Door. By A. B. Jackson, M.D. Neaula Publishing 

Company, Philadelphia, Pa., 1919. Pp. 253. 

This is another work on the much mooted question, the Negro 
problem. There was in the mind of the author some doubt as to 
whether or not he should make an apology for adding another such 
work to the many volumes written in this field. Observing, how- 
ever, that the discussions of the race problem have in the past done 
some good as well as harm, he here endeavors to present an up-to- 
date discussion from a new point of view in order to conform with 
the exigencies of the day. The aim is to direct special attention to 
the failure to recognize the Negro as a human asset with untold 
economic possibilities. He believes that the matter of race values 
and interdependency of all races must find "a definite and as- 
suredly positive place in the various policies of any nation which is 
made up of several race groups. ' ' In one sense the author believes 
that "racial conflict, strife and differences inspiring as they do, 
struggle, jealousy, and ambition, are essential to the progress of 
the whole group of mankind." He insists, however, that struggle 
should be a friendly rivalry out of whieh shall be woven a strong 
and everlasting national fabric consistent with impressing and 
assuring the perpetuation of the various policies which guarantee 
national honor and uplift. 

The author believes that the one great hope for the Negro is to 
make himself an economic asset to his country. When this is ac- 
complished, there will be little doubt as to the possibility of his 
securing full recognition as a citizen. He does not deplore the 
presence of obstacles but rather thinks that the salvation of the 
race will be in developing in the midst of this struggle the power to 
overcome these obstacles. It is suggested that the discussion of 
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these matters should be dispassionate and efforts for adjustment 
should be based upon reason rather than upon sentiment. To show 
exactly how this can be done the author has directed his attention 
to such questions as citizenship, and patriotism, the producer and 
the consumer, the Negro and his church, and educational assets. 
The question is further treated under such captions as race con- 
sciousness, health and economics, tuberculosis a great waste, rent 
and ownership, and business development. The book closes with 
observations on racial grouping, political status, and the follies of 
prejudice. 

Darkwater. By W. E. B. DuBois. Harcourt, Brace and Howe, 

New York, 1920. Pp. 276. 

This work is a collection of essays by the well-known author of 
Souls of Black Folk, The Philadelphia Negro, The Suppression of 
the African Slave Trade, and The Negro. The aim of the work is 
to show that the Negro problem is essentially connected with the 
problem of work or wages or education and government which, 
when solved, will mean also the solution of the race problem. To 
give his point of view, the author, therefore, describes his child- 
hood, training, and outlook on the world as a Negro. To show the 
"vast emotional content of the social problem, he has inserted be- 
tween the chapters, bits of poetry and fancy which interpret the 
bewilderment, the disappointment, the longing and the faith of 
millions of men. The work ends with a brief philosophy of duty 
and death and a story and a hymn looking toward human unity. 

This book, therefore, follows the trend of thought characteristic 
of Dr. DuBois. As in the beautifully written essays entitled Souls 
of Black Folk he has here put himself forward as a person repre- 
sentative of millions of black men seriously suffering from social 
proscription. Although his contention that the race problem is 
interwoven with the economic problems of the country is presented 
as the reason for directing more attention to this problem, the 
author does not treat the race question from an economic point of 
view. This has been the defect of the historical works which Dr. 
DuBois has written. He is at best a popular essayist with a bit of 
poetic genius. In all of his discussions of the race problem his 
mind has not as yet been adequate to the task of scientific treatment 
of the question. The Suppression of the African Slave Trade is a 
literary compilation or digest of State and national legislation to 



